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Opening of Online International Symposium,

“Women, Family, and Korean Confucianism”

PARK, So Jeong
Director, Institute of Korean Philosophy and Culture
30 October 2020

The Institute of Korean Philosophy and Culture C(hereafter, IKPC) is holding its
first online international conference, entitled “Women, Family, and Korean
Confucianism.” This theme evolved from two panels that were initially organized to
participate in the 4th WCRCC scheduled for June 2020. The COVID 19 pandemic
canceled all international exchanges and we were about to lose the opportunity to
communicate the achievements made in Korean Confucianism with a global audience.
We decided to consistently speak out our little voice by hosting an online international
conference. I would like to express my deep gratitude for the cooperation of
Sungkyunkwan, especially, Head of the Organization for Promotion of Confucianism and
Chief Researcher, Dr. Chang—Yun Cho.

I would like to give special thanks to the two keynote speakers, Dr. Chenyang Li
and Dr. Martina Deuchler for supporting our initiative and for sending their latest
research. They have put in extra effort to share their new research with a Korean
audience and to make the format of an online international conference run smoothly. I
am deeply grateful to the scholars who have participated in the Women and Family
Panels: Seosoria Kim, Hwa—Yeong Wang, Sook—In Lee in the Woman panel; II-Beom
Choi, Jack—Young Kim, Se—Je Son in the Family panel (in order of the timetable).
These scholars have been studying the subject for a long time in Korea, and I have

thought that it is important to spread their research abroad.

Lastly, I would like to thank the members of the IKPC Organizing committee for
their dedication. Our team made a lot of effort into imagining and implementing an
online conference in Korean and English, and exchanges between Korea and abroad.
We understand well that crossing linguistic and cultural boundaries has never been
easy and this is just our first small step. I expect our researcher and students to

benefit greatly from interactions with these distinguished scholars.
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Timetable

09:00—09:30 | REGISTRATION
09:30—10:00 | WELCOME / OPENING REMARKS / PHOTOTAKING
Opening SKK Young—Gap Choi
Remarks IKPC So—Jeong Park
10:00—10:50 | KEYNOTE SPEECH 1
Chairperson So—Jeong Park (Sungkyunkwan University)
10:00—10:50 ?henyang Li (Nanyang Technolog,”ical University)
Ren and Care : A Reassessment
10:50—11:00 | BREAK
11:00—13:00 | SESSION 1: Woman, Family, and Relational Ethics
Chairperson Chang—Yun Cho (Sungkyunkwan)
Seosoria Kim (Ewha Womans University)
“Family Emotion and Gender Power for Joseon Royal Women
11:00—-11:30 |. Case Studies on Queen Sohye and Consort Yeongbin’
Commentator: Young—Sun Back (Sungkyunkwan University)
Hwa—Yeong Wang (Georgetown University)
“Confucian Views on Menstruation”
11:30—12:00
Commentator: Mi—Young Kim (University of Seoul)
Sook—In Lee (Seoul National University)
“Confucianism as Family Religion and Women's Practices”
12:00—12:30
Commentator: Ra—Keum Huh (Ewha Womans University)
12:30—13:00 | Discussion




13:00—15:00 | LUNCH
15:00—17:00 | SESSION 2: Confucian Family Ethics in Modern Society
Chairperson Jun—Tae Kim (Sungkyunkwan University)
I1-Beom Choi (Sungkyunkwan University)
15:00—15:30 Faminism and Confucianism
Commentator: Sang—Seong Lee (Hongik University)
Jack—Young Kim (Chosun University)
“Searching for the Meaning of Confucian Life
15:30—16:00 | i the Age of Single—person Families”
Commentator: Yong—Joon Won (Chungbuk University)
Se—Je Son (Ja’am Kim Gu Memorial Organization)
16:00—16:30 | Modern Society and Confucian Ethics”
Commentator: Moon—Joon Kim (Konyang University)
16:30—17:00 | Discussion
17:00—17:10 | BREAK
17:10—18:00 | KEYNOTE SPEECH 2
Chairperson Jun—Tae Kim (Sungkyunkwan University)
Martina Deuchler (SOAS)
17:10-18:00 |, 7 o .
The Impact of Confucianism on the Korean Kinship System
18:00—18:10 | Closing Remarks
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Keynote Speech 13

Ren and Care: A Reassessment

Chenyang Li (Nanyang Technological University)

It has been three decades since comparative philosophers first connected Confucian
ren ethics with care ethics, explicating ren {-in terms of care. Today, the discourse
continues. While many people recognize their important similarities, others question
such a connection. It would be useful for us to take a look at the issue carefully and
to reassess the matter. In this paper, I will first trace the emergence of care as a
philosophical concept and discussions of its connection, or the lack thereof, with

Confucian ren. Then I will discuss challenging issues surrounding related discussions.

1. The Rise of Care as a Philosophical Concept

In the long history of Western ethics, care was not a concept in moral philosophy
until feminist thinkers identified and developed it in the 1980s. This of course does
not mean that care had not been practiced in Western morality. Rather it was not
recognized by mainstream philosophy in the West. This fact precisely vindicates the
point that these feminist thinkers have been making. These feminist thinkers argue
that Western ethics, indeed Western philosophy in general, had been dominated by
male philosophers with an androcentric mode of thinking, who overlooked ways of
moral thinking that are typically found in women. If women’s moral thinking is
characterized by care, and if male thinkers had neglected women’s moral thinking, then
it follows that care was kept out of moral philosophy. Western moral theories from
Plato, to Aristotle, to Kant, had placed reason as their philosophical foundation, which
had been attributed principally to men. This propensity reached its peak in the second
half of the 20th century, when such an androcentric doctrine was joined by empirical
sciences, most notably in Lawrence Kohlberg's theory of the stages of moral

development. Kohlberg identified six stages for moral development, namely:

Obedience and punishment orientation
Self—interest orientation

Interpersonal accord and conformity

Authority and social—order maintaining orientation

Social contract orientation

S O B~ W N

Universal ethical principles
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According to his theory, people begin moral growth from childhood to adulthood
through these stages. On his account, the most morally developed individuals are
Kantian moralists, who make moral deliberation on the basis of universal principles.
Though, not all people can reach moral maturity at the highest stage. On Kohlberg's
scheme, people who practice care as their main mode of moral life are stuck in the
3rd stage, which emphasizes interpersonal accord and conformity. Women, therefore, as
were the young girl subjects in his study, are mostly morally underdeveloped.

However, by the 1980s, the landscape of gender politics in the US, and in the West
at large, had changed. The women’s movement had brought them not only universal
suffrage, but also confidence and encouraged them to challenge the authority of
philosophers with beards. In response to Kohlberg's theory and his findings of the
inferiority of women’'s moral achievement, and to the androcentric philosophy that
underlies Kohlberg's work, feminist philosophers such as Carol Gilligan and Nel
Noddings raised a different voice that placed care at the center of moral philosophy.
Thus, there was the birth of care ethics as a moral theory. On Kohlberg’s theory,
moral sentiments and practices exerted out of care are lower forms of morality in
comparison with moral deliberation and practices on the basis of university moral
commands. Care ethicists argue that care represents a form of morality no less
legitimate and valuable, or perhaps even more valuable, than Kantian morality. They
have not only made care a legitimate concept of moral theory, but also have placed it
at the center of moral philosophy. After over two thousand years of searching,
Western moral philosophy has finally found care.

The rise of care ethics has significance not only as an emerging force that
challenges other dominating ethical theories and recognizes women as legitimate
representatives of moral practice. These changes are indeed politically and social
impactful, to be sure. I wish to note however that this movement also carried a
tremendous philosophical significance. That is, it has placed care as a legitimate key
concept for moral philosophy. Such a contribution goes beyond care ethics itself. This
change has fundamentally altered the landscape of Western moral philosophy. Its
impact on Western moral philosophy is comparable to that of Immanuel Kant’s Critique
of Practical Reason. Care as a moral concept and moral practice blurs the rigid
artificial division between reason and emotion, bringing us back to morality in real life.
If we were to use just one word to characterize the most significant development of
Western philosophy during the fourth quarter of the 20th century, that word would be

“care”!D

2. Making Sense of Ren as Care

In contrast to the West, in the East, care has been at the center of the moral

1) John Rawls’ landmark work A Theory of Justice was published by Harvard University Press
in 1971, during the 3 quarter of the 20" century.
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philosophy of Confucianism. The idea of care is traceable back to the concept of ren
(12), even though this connection is not so explicitly spelt out in Chinese literature.
The contemporary rendering of “care” in Chinese is “guan—xin B.{)" and “guan—ai ¥
%" Neither appears in ancient classic texts. Yet, it is simply implausible and
unreasonable to say that ancient Chinese had practiced no care in their lives. A more
reasonable account is that the idea was expressed in ways other than “guan—xin" and
‘guan—ai” My suggestion is that we find the idea of care in other forms of
expressions such as “a7 3%” and “ren 2.

Ren is a central concept in Confucius' Analects. The word “ren’ appears 105 times
and in 60 of its 503 conversations in the text (Chan 1963: 16; Lai 2014: 83). The
idea of ren predates Confucius. On her study of early Chinese texts, such as the Book
of Poetry (Shijing #5%¢) and the Book of History (Shangshu %) contemporary
scholar Fang Ying—hsien J;#M has concluded that the original meanings of ren include
the tender aspect of human feelings (rouhe xingging FZAMENT), friendly actions
towards others and mutual assistance (youshan, huzhu X3FZHLH B))), being amicable (gin
he BiF), and mutual love (Au ai H%:). Thus, “ren’ carried an other—regarding
orientation and stands for a tender loving concern for others (Fang 1967). In other
words, ren unmistakably carries a caring attitude as its main component. Philosopher
Tang Junyi (FE1909 - 1978) identifies this early meaning of “a tender loving

7,

concern for others” directly with “ai 3%.” Tang writes,

Of all earlier meanings of ren, the most deeply rooted and broadly used is ai For
instance, Chapter Zhuoyu of Discourse on the States (Guoyu BiE) says “ren is the
virtue of a;”2) “by ai people one can be ren,” and “protecting people by being ren.”
Chapter Chuyu says, ‘to lead to rem by promoting ai” Since the time of Confucius,
explicating ren in terms of a7 gets the closest to its meaning and is also the most

popular view. (Tang 1986: 73)

Confucius famously said that rem is to ai others (ai ren 3 N, Analects 12.22). Ai
has often been translated as “love” in English. I argue that ‘care” is more appropriate
for translating “a’” in the Confucian context.

Care as a virtue predisposes its possessor toward the cared object with a tender
concern about it. In caring, one feels the relevance or importance of the object and is
concerned about its welfare. One attunes to the fortunes and misfortunes of the object,
tends to act for its benefit, and wishes for its good. In this connection, a person of
ren deeply cares about other people, social affairs, and things in the world. Care is the
driving force that enables and motivates such a person to acquire and exert other
specific virtues.

“Love” in English covers a wide range of feelings and sentiments. Its primary import

is an intense feeling and strong affection. In comparison, “care” in its common sense is

2) {7, 2B BREC (BIRheiGE 1) (T LAR R (B ahe 5 Gt ) WIREEE LI 2 (- (ke tt ik ).
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not as heavily associated with affection. While “a/” in Chinese can also convey the
meaning of an intense feeling and strong affection, it is used to express a broader
range of attitudes and sentiments, including those that should be more appropriately
called “care” rather than “love.” In the Analects 3.17, Confucius's student Zigong
wished to spare the sheep in a sacrificial ritual. In disapproval, Confucius said, “‘you a7
the sheep, but I a/ the ritual.”® In Confucius’'s view, the integrity of the ritual
required sacrificing a sheep. Without the use of a sheep, the wholeness of the ritual
would be undermined. Obviously, here it is not that Zigong loved the particular sheep.
He probably even never saw the sheep in question. It is more appropriate to interpret
Confucius's comment as “you care about the sheep, but I care about the ritual.” In
Mencius 1A7, Mencius discusses King Liang Hui's act of replacing a sacrificial ox with
a sheep. The king said that he did it not because he was stingy with the expenses,
but because he could not bear seeing the ox’s frightened appearance. The king said,
“‘even though the state of Qi is small, but how could I a/ an ox?”4) By this he meant
that although his state was small, without abundant resources, he still could afford the
expense of a sacrificial ox. Evidently here it is not a matter of the king loving the
animal. His statement should be interpreted as “even though the state of Qi is small,
how could I care so much about the expense of an ox (with no regard for the
integrity of the ritual)?” Even though “a’ can sometimes be translated as ‘love,” it
cannot cover the wide range of the meanings of “a’” in the Chinese context. In
comparison, “care” is more appropriate in conveying the wide range of the meanings of
al. When we love someone or something, we naturally care about the person or the
thing. However, we can care about someone or something without loving the person or
the thing. Therefore, translating a7 as care covers the general use of a7/ more
adequately than translating it as love. Caring admits of degrees. Under normal
circumstances, we care more about people or things that we love than people and
things that we do not love.

Confucian ren ethics is centered on care. Mencius largely retained the primary
meaning of ren as care (a7), but he elevates it to be one of the four cardinal virtues
along with y7 (rightness %), // (ritual propriety %), and zA/ (wisdom %'). By placing
ren as the first of these four virtues, Mencius includes care in the first virtue of all
(Mencius 2A6). There is a consensus in scholarship that Confucius made a major
contribution in developing Confucian ethics by transforming the meaning of ren from a
specific personal trait into a comprehensive virtue of persons with high moral
attainment. In both cases, care is embedded in the concept of ren. Care occupies a
central place in ren as a specific virtue, as the above argument has demonstrated. As
a comprehensive virtue, ren encompasses a variety of specific virtues. Confucius says
that one becomes ren by practicing the five virtues of respectfulness (gong #%),

tolerance (kwan %), trustworthiness (xin 1), diligence (min #¢), and kindness (Aus

3) ML, B AL,
4) }ﬂi‘?ﬁ%ﬁd\y ﬁﬁ‘f){#q:p
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H)  (Analects 17.6). The ancient Chinese lexicon Shuowen explicates “Aul
straightforwardly in terms of “ren 127 (Xu and Duan 1992: 159). The only way to
make sense of this linkage is to take the use of ren by Xu and Duan in the narrow
sense as a specific quality or disposition. This shows that rem as a comprehensive
virtue encompasses /Aui (rem) as a specific virtue. As a comprehensive virtue, ren is
rooted in care and anchored on care. By “rooted” I mean that ren, as a comprehensive
virtue, historically grew out of renm as a specific virtue of care; by “anchored” I mean
that various dimensions of rem as a comprehensive virtue are still grounded on ren as

a specific virtue of care.5)
3. Responding to Challenges

Linking ren with care explicitly is fruitful not only because it is beneficial for
interpreting the Confucian concept for a Western audience, but it also helps us
understand the Confucian concept more thoroughly. Such a move, however, has met
with resistance from a number of sources. Some people resist seeing similarities
between Confucian ethics and care ethics, for theoretical reasons, often because they
tend to focus on the differences between ren and the notion of care as expounded by
care ethicist; others resist such views for political reasons, because they give care
ethics a privileged position and wish to maintain it that way (for more discussion, see
Li 2015). Some feminist thinkers reject Confucian ethics in its entirety due to its
history of sexist biases. Some Confucian thinkers still holding sexist biases implicitly
also eschew feminist care ethics, in order to avoid appearing to “think like women”
(Ebrey 2000: xii). Neither, however, is constructive for cross—cultural philosophical
exploration. An appropriate approach is to take the similarities and differences
seriously by examining the two side by side.

In my 1994 article, “The Confucian Concept of Jen (Ren) and the Feminist Ethics of
Care: A Comparative Study,” which was among the first to connect Confucian ren with
care, 1 argued for the significance of important similarities between Confucian ethics
and care ethics. In fact, I even made a claim that Confucian ethics is a form of care
ethics (Li 1994, 81). In his response to my article, Daniel Star argues to the contrary.
He highlights differences between these two genres of ethics and argues that
Confucian ethics is not a form of care ethics (Star 2003). Now I think it would be
productive to adjust my strategy on comparing Confucian ethics and care ethics. When
I said Confucian ethics is a kind of care ethics, I used the term rather loosely,
referring to ethics of care in general rather than the specific species of feminist care
ethics (this should have been obvious). Star’s pointed question, as spelt out in the

title of his article, is “Do Confucians Really Care?” My response to such a question is

5) A full argument and discussion will appear in my forthcoming book Confucian Philosophy for
the Modern World.
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to say unequivocally “yes,” as I have argued early in this paper and elsewhere.
Following the ideal of ren, Confucians indeed care and care deeply about family, fellow
human beings, and other things in the world.

Virginia Held also opposes interpreting Confucian ethics as a form of care ethics.
Instead of focusing on their theoretical differences and similarities, Held bases her

argument on the historical development of care ethics. She writes,

My own view is that to include nonfeminist versions of valuing care among the
moral approaches called the ethics of care is to unduly disregard the history of how
this ethics has developed and come to be a candidate for serious consideration

among contemporary moral theories. (Held 2006: 22)

For Held, care ethics has its own history in the Western feminist movement. As
such, it is closely associated with the feminist experience in the West. In her view,
care ethics 1s a consequence of this unique lived experience of Western women.
Therefore, the label of care ethics can be used only for an ethics that was grown out
of this historical development. Unlike Star, who has constructed his argument on the
perceived similarities and differences between Confucian ethics and care ethics, Held's
move 1s a political one. Her argument amounts to saying that because we Western
women have used the label of care ethics in close association with our women’s
liberation experience, others cannot use it anymore. Her move does not strike me as
reasonable. While feminist care ethics as we know it has come out of Western
women’s liberation movements, it does not follow that others cannot formulate other
forms of care ethics if other versions bear sufficiently the main characteristics of
feminist care ethics. Imagine an Asian man whose moral practice resembles much of
what feminist ethicists have identified in terms of care ethics—which is entirely
possible in the real world—then why could we not say he practices care ethics?
Indeed, Carol Gilligan has never claimed categorically that care ethics is only for
women. Furthermore, let us look an analogous case with virtue ethics. Christine
Swanton has argued that virtue ethics should be treated as a “genus’ rather than a
“species.” She argues, “As a genus, virtue ethics should be thought of as analogous to
consequentialism, as opposed to, say, hedonistic utilitarianism,” and this is so even
though virtue ethics has been closely associated with neo—Aristotelianism (Swanton
2003: 1). Swanton’s argument is relevant to our discussion of Confucian ren ethics and
care ethics. If we can meaningfully argue about whether Mozi's philosophy is a form of
utilitarianism—which few deny—or whether Confucian ethics is virtue ethics—which is
still an ongoing discussion—then why is the label of care ethics off limits in principle
to such discussion? I do not regard care ethics as a natural kind. “Care ethics” is not

a natural kind term. Its scope can vary in accordance with our discourse.6) However,

6) I have argued that even natural kind terms are not as rigid as Saul Kripke and Hilary Putnam
have maintained. See Li 1993.
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now I think my point can be made without the claim that Confucian ethics is a care
ethic. Instead, now my strategy is to claim that the Confucian concept of ren is a kind
of care, and that care is central to ren, even though Confucian care is not to be
equated with the kind of care as specified by some feminist ethicists.

Confucian ethics has been studied from different perspectives. It can be studied from
a Kantian perspective as a self—regulating ethic, even though we do not need to
classify Confucian ethics as a Kantian ethic. It can also be studied from perspectives
of virtue ethics, even though it has been controversial whether Confucian ethics should
be identified as virtue ethics. In Xunzi, scholars have even found a utilitarian dimension
in Confucian ethics, even though it would hardly appropriate to claim Confucian ethics
on the whole is utilitarian. I believe it can be fruitful to examine Confucian ethics
from all these models that have been developed in the West without forcing Confucian
ethics into one single model. The same can be said in regard to care ethics. The rise
of care as a primary philosophical concept provides us with a good angle to examine
Confucian ethics. It enables us to see the significance of care in the Confucian ethics
of ren.

In her 2010 book, The Maternal Factor: Two Paths to Morality, Nel Noddings argues
for the significant differences between Confucian ethics and care ethics. She uses the
historical baggage of the sexist biases of Confucianism as a reason to show that
Confucianism does not care. However, as I have argued in my 1994 article, this
historical baggage itself does not necessarily prove that Confucian ethics does not
care. Theory does not always translate into practice. For a period of time, in some
parts of the world the Christian practice of “love your neighbor” was not extended to
blacks. That fact does not mean “love your neighbor” is not a loving doctrine in
Christianity. One plausible explanation is that many Christians did not see blacks as
full persons, similar to some ancient Confucians who did not see women as complete
persons. If this deplorable past of Christianity does not prevent us from recognizing
love as central to Christianity, why does the sexist past of Confucianism rule out that
Confucian ethics care? Noddings also argues that Confucian ethics and feminist care
ethics look at virtue differently. She asserts that relationships occupy different places
in care ethics and Confucian ethics. In care ethics, the caring relation remains central
to the fully developed ethic, and even the definition of caring as a virtue depends on
the regular establishment and maintenance of caring relations. Confucian thinkers like
Mencius, in contrast, start with a concept very like caring (ren) but uses it to arrive
at a more fully moral virtue (Noddings 2010: 138). Noddings is right that Confucian
ren does not require a relationship as a precondition for care even though human
relatedness is at the core of the Confucian philosophy of human existence. Confucian
ethics promotes graded care, in the formulation of “qingin er renmin, renmin er aiwu
BRI R, (SR Y”  (Mencius 7A45). Namely, be affectionate (gin) towards
parents (family), cherish (ren) people, and care about things. The “w«’ in “aiwd

include all things of value in the world. These Confucian ethical requirements are
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graded. In comparison with the other two, “airwu’ requires the least amount of feelings.
Renmin encompasses the requirement of gentle treatment but extends beyond arwu as
it requires the agent to care about people with a higher level of feelings. Qingin
requires the highest level of intense feelings and it encompasses not only care but
also care with affection. The common denominator of these three ethical requirements
is care. We should care about things in the world, artworks, animals, plants, mountains
and rivers, and so forth. We should care about people more intensely than we care
about things. Then, we should care about family even more, beyond our care about
people in general and even more so than things in the world; we should love them. A
point relevant to our discussion here 1is that Confucian care does not require
relationships. We are in relationship with family, with friends, and with many others,
vet we do not have to have a relationship with all of humanity, let alone things in the
world. Nevertheless, it is undeniable that care can be exercised on people and objects
without specific relationships.

Ranjoo Seodu Herr 3 #&F (FMi¥k) does not deny the important theoretical or
philosophical similarities between Confucian ethics and care ethics. For one thing, both
ethics take intimate caring relationships as constitutive not only of our identities but
also of moral goals. For another, they both make intimate connections between emotion
and morality (Herr 2003: 480). However, she finds major differences between the two
ethics in their practical requirements. Specifically, care ethics “requires the one caring,
who 1is wusually in a position superior to that of the one cared—for, whether
emotionally, morally, or intellectually, to tear down the emotional boundaries that
separate herself and the one cared—for and to merge with the latter as if to become
his or her alter ego” (Herr 2003: 481). In comparison, Confucians practice ren in a
hierarchical manner through Z & (ritual propriety). Herr does not deny the possibility
of reconceptualizing /7 to be more egalitarian and expressive of emotions. She insists,
however, “without such a reinterpretation of /;, which has yet to be offered by
Confucianists, the ren of Confucianism as ‘love with distinction’ and the caring of care
ethics cannot be considered equivalent” (Herr 2003: 482). I agree with Herr that (at
least some of) ancient conceptualizations of /7 in Confucianism are no longer conducive
to practicing ren in contemporary societies. I also believe that Confucian /7 has its own
mechanism to adjust with changing times (see Li 2007). In the meantime, I am not
going as far as Herr seemingly does in looking to a time when the ren of
Confucianism and the caring of care ethics can be considered “equivalent.” My view is
that ren bears enough linkage with care to justify the claim that care occupies a

central place in Confucianism.

If my argument holds, then there is an intrinsic connection between Confucian ren
and care. Now that care has become an important moral concept in Anglophone
philosophy, we should use this connection to explicate Confucian ren ethics in order to

understand it more adequately and to extrapolate its significance more profoundly.
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Family Emotion and Gender Power
for Joseon Royal Women

: Case Studies on Queen Sohye and Consort Yeongbin

Seosoria Kim (Ewha Womans University)

This paper aims to both accept and criticize existing research which discusses the
issue of family in the Joseon era through the lens of the proliferation of
Neo—Confucian ideals. When family dynamics are viewed solely as a result of national
ideologies and policies, I believe that subtle elements of the individual, such as one’s
experiences, emotions, and desires, can often be overlooked. In reality, familial
relationships and individual identity are intrinsically intertwined, and thus it 1is
impossible to completely divorce the concept of family from emotion. Accordingly, I
argue that Joseon—era family dynamics should not only be seen through the ideology
and policies of the time, but discussed in consideration of the diverse experiences and
emotions held by the family members. This is moreso the case with Confucian families
of the time, where the relationship between ideology, policy and emotion were highly
intimate.

The ambivalent way Confucianism interprets emotion, namely as simultaneously a
crucial driving force for moral action as well as an avenue for the loss of our
humanity, seems at first to place it in conflict with Confucian ideals. Extending this
idea, we may likewise see a dissonance between the gender power system rooted in
Confucian ideology and the family emotions. However, the power system does not
simply exist for the oppression of family emotions, but is rather a mechanism which
allows for the reinforcement of people’s rights, and the maintenance of their livelihood.
In fact, power (ideology) is often applied as a reason for the expression of emotion.
Here, we see that emotion is not a mere feeling to be portrayed, but is the impetus
for action within the realm of political power, and shows that we cannot fully grasp
the Confucian family without understanding the role emotion plays in its ideology.
Without recognizing the interplay between emotion and power, we cannot begin to
answer questions on the former’s role in politics, or on the identity of womanhood in
Confucianism.

With this context in mind, this paper looks at emotion in relation to sociocultural
power dynamics and recognizes emotion as an application of authority; namely, as an
effect which arises through the reversal or concealment of power. Instead of treating
emotion as an aspect that is irrelevant to power (ideology), or even holding them in a

confrontational relationship, I consider emotion to be realized from within the
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mechanisms of power structures. By observing the intricacies of power (ideology) and
family emotions, I oppose the views that ignore their relationship or believe that
power (ideology) unilaterally dictates family emotions. Thus, I emphasize the two’s
intimate relationship in the Joseon era, where from this relationship arose the
formation and maintenance of family emotions, as well as its frequent suppression and
concealment.

It is a common perspective to see politics, power and ideology be considered public
matters, and family, emotions and narrative to be considered private matters, and from
that, political power and family emotions are regarded as conflicting or not connected.
However, even though power (ideology) and emotion are separate, many overlook the
idea that emotion can be produced from the former. When it is understood that their
apparent conflicting nature hold the possibility of cooperation beneath the surface,
namely the formation of emotion through power and the reversing aspect of power
(ideology)’s concealment of emotions, we can begin to truly understand the depth of
their seemingly incompatible relationship.

Under this new awareness, this paper considers Confucian ideology as a latent force
in Confucian society’s power systems, and will take a closer look into how its
obediences and disobediences, its endorsements and its prohibitions created or
concealed family emotions, and also how these emotions could be cycled back into the
function of society’s power structures. To tackle this matter effectively, the paper
observes the historical narrative of two women from the complex royal family tree in
the early and late Joseon era respectively: Queen Sohye and Consort Yeongbin. They
both bear similarities in that they wrote ‘Naehun (Instructions for Women, W&, NIl)”
and “Yeobeom (Moral Norms of Women, 3%, Z#«#i)” respectively, texts on the
standards for women, and as such are Royal women with influence over knowledge.
They also lost a daughter—in—law(Queen Yun) and son(Crown Prince Sado)
respectively, and, through these incidents, were embroiled in their own complicated
family matters and family emotions.

However, while Queen Sohye acquired her title through her son, King Seongjong,
Consort Yeongbin on the other hand remained in the rank of royal concubine, a position
of semi—power, despite being the wife of King Yeongjo, the mother of the crown
prince, and the grandmother of Crown Prince Sado. In Queen Sohye’s case, her
husband was unable to ascend to the throne, but her son Seongjong was able to
continue the royal bloodline by succeeding King Yejong, naming his father Deokjong of
Joseon and herself Queen Dowager Insu. On the other hand, though Consort Yeongbin
had married King Yeongjo, was particularly well loved by the king and was the mother
of the crown prince; however, due to her rank of concubine, she could not rise to
queenhood in the Royal Noble Consort of the king, and accordingly was not legally
recognized as the mother of Crown Prince Sado. Furthermore, the starvation incident
and subsequent death of Crown Prince Sado, thus his inability to ascend to the throne,

distanced Consort Yeongbin from the upper echelons of the royal family, as well as



Woman, Family, and Relational Ethics 33

among the royal consorts.

With this knowledge in mind, the paper closely examines the complex and
multi—layered relationships through which these women of the royal family displayed
the authority of their gender and their family emotions, allowing a greater
understanding of the relationship between Confucianism with family and women in the
Joseon Era. By tackling the connection of these royal family women’s gender authority
and their family emotions, we may begin to overcome the “power (ideology) — public,
external / emotion — private, internal” perspective, and begin to discuss the heated,
reciprocal, pluriform interplay between the two concepts. Accordingly, this may reveal
that family emotion is in fact not simply a subjective experience or memory, nor does
it merely passively reflect the ideologies of its era. Furthermore, we may begin to
explore the possibility of shining a new light upon the discussion on women’s identity

in pre—modern Korea.
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Woman, Family, and Relational Ethics 51

Confucian View on Women’s Menstruation

Hwa—Yeong Wang (Georgetown University)

Half of the human population menstruate about 500 times regularly between the age
of 13 to 50. At this very moment, & million people are menstruating. However, this
very natural phenomenon has never been understood merely in terms of physiology.
Menstruation and menstruating woman have been the objects of taboo, disgust, or
shame regardless of time period, place, or culture. This is still the case in many
contemporary societies and cultures. The US President and a Korean protestant pastor
have degraded menstruating women publicly. By challenging the taboos surrounding
menstruation, modern feminists have sought to overcome sociocultural control over
women's bodies. In South Korea, however, most of the academic research on
menstruation has been conducted in medical and health education. No serious
philosophical work or research based on pre—modern texts can be located.

This paper aims to explore and analyze women’s menstruation as discussed in
Confucian texts, broadly construed. Confucianism is one of the major traditions in East
Asia and its influence is still widespread, especially in Korean society. Even today,
women’s bodies, in most cases, are mentioned in the context of a gendered way of life
and education. Modern scholarship hardly discusses women’s bodies in terms of
anatomical facts. It is crucial to discover more texts that allow us to examine and
understand women's experiences, and menstruation is one topic that can contribute to
such understanding. To achieve my goal, I will analyze a broad range of “Confucian”
texts, including medical texts that were influenced by Confucian philosophy, other
religious texts that influenced Confucian natural philosophy, and writings of Korean
Confucian scholars during the Joseon dynasty.

In ancient texts, different terms are used to refer to menstruation, such as wolsall
F, wolsu J1K, wolgyeong N, wolsin JI15, cheongyesu K%$JK, and gyeongsu #EIK.
Most of these terms include the Chinese character, wo/ }I, meaning “moon.” Since the
Song—Ming dynasties of China, wolgyeong H#, has been used to highlight the
(monthly) regularity of menstruation. The Song dynasty is also when Confucian
scholars first start to show a systematic interest in the human body as a part of
natural philosophy. The learning of Zhu Xi (&%, 1130—1200) covers not onlyclassical
texts but also the natural world. His natural philosophy creates abridge between
culture and nature based on his conception of pattern—principle(s; C.Z ). He taught
that there is a direct relationship between ethics and cosmology and that the human
body serves as a microcosm for structure of the universe. Medicine is a Way, although

it is the Small Way (sodo; C. xiaodao /|>i&), which must be guided by the normative



52 Confucian View on Women’s Menstruation

path of the Great Way (daedo; C. dadao K3&), Confucian teaching.

Korean Confucian scholars during the Joseon (8iff 1392—1910) period shared a
general understanding of the human body and medicine, and their views are reflected
in their beliefs and attitudes about menstruation. Overall, they do not show explicit
interest in women’s bodies from an anatomical perspective and it is extremely rare to
find Confucian texts mentioning women’s menstruation. Despite the scarcity of
reference, some materials reveal invaluable insights.

Confucian scholars held a negative image on menstruation. Choe Han'gi CEE#,
1803~1877), a unique figure in Korean Confucianism for his strong empirical stance,
argued that menstrual blood is not really blood. A well—known ritualist, Heo Jeon (iF
&, 1797~1886), introduced the definition and explanation of menstruation from the
Explanations of Scripts and Elucidation of Characters and its Annotations, which
considered women's blood to be dirty and inauspicious, therefore men should avoid
contact with it and with menstruating women if he has undergone ritual purification in
preparation for participating in ancestral rites. Park Yunwon (FMELIE, 1734~1799)
equated childbirth with death: both are unclean because of the “bad blood and filthy
smell” involved. In conversations between Confucian scholars, such as Jang
Hyeongwang (BEEEG, 1554~1637), An FEungchang (&JEE, 1593~1673), Jeong
Gyeongse (#fett: 1563~1633) and Song Jun'gil (K&, 1606~1672) words such as
“filthy” (¥5%%), “impure” (M), “polluted” (XH%), etc., are used to describe childbirth.
The blood of childbirth was virtually identical with menstrual blood in their view. The
negative estimation of menstruation was not only connected to bodily blood but also to
the yin quality of females. In the Yinyang binary system, females belong to yin, and
yin i1s connected to wetness. The Zaping Holy Prescriptions for Universal Relief
( Taiping Shenghui Fang KA ), a Song dynasty medical text, relates women's yin
quality to physiological and mental disorder. Menstruation, in this system, functions as
an indicator of disorders. The same phrase was copied into later texts such asthe
Principles and Practice of Eastern Medicine (Dongui bogam W%4%(#), one of the most
important texts of Korean medicine. Within this scheme, female—yin—wet and blood
imbalance —emotional—disorder are closely connected. The analogy locates women
asweaker than men and prone to g7 (C. g7 % )—related disease.

While generally viewed in negative terms, there was also a second quite differed set
of beliefs and attitudes about menstrual blood among Confucian thinkers; it was
believed to be and at times used as a cure for sickness. Yi Ik (Z=#, 1681~1763)
believed that menstrual blood can cure cases of fever and recommended it to his
student, An Jeongbok (ZMiiE, 1712~1791). The writings of Yi Mungeon (Z= (¥,
1495~1567) show that menstrual blood was used as a human medicine as early as the
16th century. His journal contains many cases in which he prescribed menstrual blood
and menstrual cloth for his slaves and family members. He once prescribed menstrual
blood and excremental water used together for his wife. The writings of Yi Wonjeong
(ZJ6hE, 1622~1680) and Hong Manseon (#L#3% 1643~1715) incorporated menstrual



blood as human medicine and introduced detailed instructions for how to administer and
take it. We also find that the royal family used menstrual blood as a medicine. Daoist
alchemy, though mysterious and often magical, had influence on these menstrual cures.

In summary, an analysis of Confucian texts on menstruation reveals two general
views: one focusing on disgust/taboo and the other on creation/cure. On neither view is
menstruation understood as a natural phenomenon that occurs within the female body,
rather, on either view, it is socio—culturally constructed. Confucian scholars held two,
contradictory views on menstrual blood, and this new finding will help us navigate
their views on women's bodies and their place within Confucian cosmology and

ontology.






o4, 7hE, 121 BAH R 55

o

A4 AR 3w =t

g3t (2A )

Q5 AW W A ARE 94 AZAA o o W Fr)HoR WF Tl YA
472 Bk AF w2 o] #relE A A o 89 o) ge] olgo] WAHFelth @ W
g BFAOE @ Dol 59 389z ALY Ak AT BFE 5/ Wsle] AU A
83hm, Q4 FQ o 191400709) AUE AFHLD U Aedze e Be] wMahs
Az AEed daont olag Aol gith.

g9 AQe oA oot epel tdel slo] Gk ekl ANVl 15 18
ol AFF ol e BEshn ARSA gon olfl Agon 47 FA AU FU A
WE FAULL A7) WA G b TaE A o8] o o] A& WopAE gF
e AR QALY =& W4FA oS o9uel A3 W 9ol By
w7 el AN Felslolok sl WHF ol e 2g® Aol eyl fste] 4
ofobyt @ehi Aa grhd ol AW AL “AAF o4e] o}F we ALE Hejr)
WE T Eve] BAl BETLS olge] 97de] oy AAe] A7, #HRw ohe e
W7 BEolE ¥4 92 AT Joka Bk

7ol U FoE FBE Ash FallA WA AAAAE A% 0 ek v
HEY mYE EYEE 9 AN ogded wele] ha ARS 9 Eris 3
W71 A (Megyn Kelly)dl “‘2U[R]+= &2 /79 &2 A& 7] A& 1
A 37k et d B 5 Ak e o9 AR 37t }e 9L A [1dE] @
A3 LD g w2 4Pes ol gYHos sk Raths QA A 2
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4) Quran 2.222. Abdel Haleem. M. A. et al., trans., “The Cow,” The Quran. Oxford Islamic

Studies Online, (202013 8¢ 14¥ #A): “They ask you [Prophet] about menstruation. Say,

‘Menstruation is a painful condition, so keep away from women during it. Do not approach

them until they are cleansed; when they are cleansed, you may approach them as God has

ordained.a God loves those who turn to Him, and He loves those who keep themselves

clean.”

Beare, J.(1984), “On Dreams.”In Barnes J. (Ed.), Complete Works of Aristotle, Volume 1:

The Revised Oxford Translation, (Princeton, New Jersey: Princeton University Press), p.731.
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Confucianism as Family Religion and Women's Practices

Sook—In Lee (Kyujanggak Institute for Korean Studies,
Seoul National University)

How should we go about understanding the lives of women in Confucian society?
Even when given similar or even the same incidents to analyze, we have always seen
that completely opposite interpretations are possible. The truth of the case could vary
depending on the interpretation. 'Multifaceted truths' are possible because there can be
multiple truths depending on the difference between analysis and interpretation.
Therefore, we have to always think about how to interpret a situation from the
perspective which most closely approaches the truth. In particular, when the subject is
an event or person in the past, it is possible to unearth another truth beyond the
already established “consensus truth” through new analytical tools of knowledge and
interpretation. This means that there is a perpetual need to renew these tools of
perspective shift and analysis.

What can be said clearly in the study of women in pre—modern Korean society is
that explanations which use the framework of a passive life without agency or a victim
of male domination cannot fully capture women's complex thought. It is not only
difficult to express the inner will of life in an outward appearance, but judging based
on appearance alone is also highly likely to distort the inner will. Therefore, it ought
to be suggested that the external mechanisms such as the regulations on women or
moral systems, and the inner movements, such as individual wills and desires, were in
competition with each other. For example, let's say there is a single mother who sells
rice cakes to care for her children. She works several times harder than a normal
person's body can sustainably afford. Even though the older children are now in a
position to earn a living by working, the mother does not allow them to do so and
continues to care for them. She endures hard labor while praying day and night for her
children to achieve prestige in society. Many similar mothers have supported the
Joseon Dynasty. This mother's behavior is undoubtedly described as 'motherhood'. In
other words, it is a common trait, "nature,"” that is internalized as one becomes a
mother. But if not all mothers in similar situations do so, her efforts cannot be fully
described as "universal motherhood." The context of discussion should include the
sociocultural nature of using academics rather than industrial labor as a means of
achieving prestige in society, and what it means to throw everything away solely for
the success of one’s child. It is here I would like to approach the life of Confucian

women with the concept of "family religion".
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Feminism and Confucianism

I[I-Beom Choi (Sungkyunkwan University)

First of all, I'm going to explain why I'm writing this. The subject of this article
implies feminism, and so far I have never done a serious study of feminism, so I
deem that writing related to it is not appropriate for myself. Nevertheless, I chose to
write on this because of the increasing dissension and tribalism that is fragmenting
Korean society today. In the midst of the emergency of the pandemic crisis of
COVID—19, our society is now faced with numerous challenges which are countless:
political system issues, political and ideological issues, ongoing disputes with North
Korea, diplomatic issues between China, Japan and the United States, and housing
issues, tax problems, employment problems, and wages that are directly related to
people's lives. In addition, a series of suicides by public officials also caused serious
problems affecting public sentiment.

Now what we need to do is to discuss and explore ways to overcome these
problems and stabilize the lives of the Korean people, and I shall attempt to approach
this through the lens of feminism. In other words, the goal of this article is not to
conduct academic discussions on feminist ideas, theories or practices but, to be
specific, to use feminism to explain problems of Korean society and to suggest ways
to overcome them. The reason why I chose feminism is not only because of the great
influence that feminists hold in contemporary Korean society, but also because of the
theme of this conference, "Women, Family and Korean Confucianism," an idea which
first came to mind more than 20 years ago in the winter of 1999, when the Korean
Society of Confucianism held a conference titled,"Is it possible to join Confucianism
and Feminism?*

At that time, Lee Eun—sun, one of the presenters, argued that Korean feminism
should actively seek a meeting with Confucianism, a traditional ideology, in her thesis
titled "Confucianism and Feminism & Interpretation Science on establishing the
Relation" When the conference was published in [Women’s news] (¢4 A1%), feminist
scholar Kang Nam-—soon wrote, "About Confucianism and feminism, and its impossible
union", and the content claimed that it was impossible to marry Confucianism and
Feminism, as the title suggests. Lee Eun—sun refuted the claim through her article
“Confucianism and Feminism to Meet Again”, and another female scholar, Huh
Ra—keum, who read the two scholars' arguments, wrote “Meeting between
Confucianism and Feminism: About Its Meaning”, which was primarily a criticism of
Lee. Thus, the debate among the three feminists at the time concluded with a majority

rule that it was either impossible or barely possible to merge Confucianism and
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Feminism.

At this point, we can infer that the type of feminism in Korea today which exerts
the greatest political and social influence is Marxist or socialist feminism. I don't
intend to scrutinize or criticize socialist ideas and theories in this article, as I lack the
intellectual background to do so. What I just want to point out is that one of the
important causes of conflict and confrontation that is evident in Korean society now is
this form of feminist thought, movement, especially the attitude that calls for only
revolutionary struggle without allowing even academic discussion.

In retrospect, the Women's Liberation Movement has an inevitable relationship with
the emergence of modern society. Confucianism also failed to concentrate on women's
problems in the implementation of the ideal political society, and it is clear that
Confucianism has traditionally carried out family—oriented, male—centered thinking.
Thus, Confucianism today needs to spur philosophical thought and push social action
based on a new modern perception of women. This will have a profound impact on
Confucianism now and in the future.

It is not possible to conclude how Confucianism will develop on women's issues in
the future, but I can at least try to point out the important factors in determining its
direction and method. One is that it will be a method of recognition and expansion by
means of benevolence and righteousness({-3%) mentioned by Mencius. As you may
already know, Mencius advocated to adopt a method of benevolence and righteousness
({=%%) rather than national interest as a method of ending uncertainty and achieving
peace amidst the confusion of the numerous wars in the Warring States Period.
“Superiors and inferiors will try to snatch this profit the one from the other, and the
kingdom will be endangered. They will not be satisfied without snatching everything.”
(Mencius 1.1) Following Mencius’ beliefs, it is a fact that feminism is not aimed at
securing or winning women's superiority over men.

What I would like to add is that at this point in the 21st century, mankind is now
facing a new problem, and it is by no means wise to push the 19th century ideology
which was adopted as a way of achieving the liberation of women. Feminism is an
ideology produced against the 18th century backdrop of humanism and the overcoming
the evils of capitalism, but now it is time to pursue forward—looking changes in the
new environment of machine—human automation conflict due to the Fourth Industrial

Revolution.
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Searching for the Meaning of Confucian Life
in the Age of Single—person Families

Jack—Young Kim (Chosun University)

1. The changing meaning of ‘family’

Traditionally, families in China and Japan, including Korea, held the meaning of a
blood—related community centered on parents, children and other relatives, which is
formed on the premise of temporal and spatial equality within a certain space and
time. These families entered the modern world and went through various forms of
change. The family, previously based on the nuclear family model consisting of a
heterosexual couple and their children, is now changing again into new forms including:
same—sex couples, co—inhabitants, single mothers and single parents, non—marriage
families, those who eat alone(Z%<), and elderly people living alone.

This change shows that the meaning of family is changing from group to individual.
In other words, it is transitioning from a traditional family composed of parents and
children to a single—person family. Therefore, the word "family" originally means and
implies "multiple members," but when the concept of a single—person family is
established, the word "family" is reconstructed into a singular concept. This is a
paradox then, that families are experiencing individualization. A family is a sub—system
of society and the higher order above the individual, but the new singular—family

system triumphs over the traditional.

2. Single—person households, single—person societies, single—person
families

In Korea, single—person households account for 30.2 percent of all households as of
2019. A single—person household is defined as a household which involves living
independently, such as cooking and sleeping, without any other members who share a
meal or a bed. Single—person society emphasizes the lifestyle of living alone without
anyone else, such as eating alone, drinking alone, traveling alone, and watching movies
alone. Single—person society refers to a social life that is so ‘asocial’ that the common
saying that "human beings are social animals" is called into question.

Households are residential community concepts, but single—person households remove
the meaning of 'community'. At the same time, the term 'single—person household'

results in a paradox that is co—operative. In other words, society lives in groups,
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where single—person society removes the meaning of 'groups'. At the same time,
paradoxes arise with the term '"single—person society" in which a single person
becomes a group. A family is a blood—related community of parents and children,
whereas single—person families remove the meaning of 'blood—related communities'. At
the same time, in the term 'single—person family', a paradox emerges with the idea of
a single—person community.

According to Article 779 of the current Civil Act, ‘family’ is a legal term based on
the premise of marriage. However, 'single—person family' is not a legal term. As can
be seen in terms of singles, people who eat alone(Z%¥=), single—parents, and
divorcees(&7)), single—person families are newly formed from the existing view of
the ‘family’ based on the premise of marriage.

In terms of the traditional idea of family, "Single—person family" is the absence of
parents and children, and is thus the domain of absence. The absence of parents and
the absence of children paradoxically expands the rights of 'single—person' individuals
and the autonomy of the private realm of 'family'. In other words, it is also an area
where an infinite expansion of individuals is possible in terms of the singular
individual's pluralization. Because "single—person family" is an area where one cannot
take care of their parents nor nurture their children (Mencius 1.7), but in another

sense, the principle of closeness, a Confucian universality, works in an extended way.

3. The meaning of Confucian Life in the age of single—person Families

The Confucian family is the source of self—preservation and the smallest moral
community through the expression of filial piety, centered around patriarchs. On the
other hand, modern families are places where household labor, childcare, and economic
cooperation take place, focusing on sex, love, and couples and children. Beyond blood
ties, modern families accept non-—relatives as their children, same—sex couples in
addition to heterosexual couples form family relationships, and even animals such as
dogs and cats join the family ranks under the title of pets, and even sex dolls and
humanoid robots come to be called family members.

Modern families expand like this, and on the contrary, one person can form a family.
In the past, individuals held themselves in check and remained relevant as members of
the family community. In addition, if benevolence, righteousness, propriety, and
knowledge (Mencius 3.6) are human nature, it should be the most humane, but it has
become the most inhumane form due to the dogma of moral chastity.

In this age of single—person families, we need to form solidarity with intimacy
instead of filial piety. A change of direction is required from the blood—related
intimacy to non—blood intimacy, and from the intimacy of the visible space, to the one
within the non—visual space (cyber space). Therefore, in order for Confucian life to be
possible in the era of single—person families, it is necessary to establish the principle

of empathy and communication (benevolence), the principle of justice and welfare
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(righteousness), the principle of real society and cyber order (propriety), and the
principle of coexistence between humans and non—human beings as universal values

(knowledge).

4. Conclusion

“If T own my body, my life, and my person, I should be free to do whatever I want
with them” (Justice, Michael J. Sandel), should a single—person family be treated the
same? Even if a single—person family acquires its status in the form of a universal
family, human life as a social animal will still be maintained. If so, the possibility of

continuing the vitality of Confucian life remains.
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Modern Society and Confucian Ethics

Se—Je Son (Ja’am Kim Gu Memorial Organization)

Confucianism is a field of study that holds the realization of ‘humanness/benevolence’
(1=) as one of its goals. In fact, its attainment is held up as an ideal and a value. But
in the Western school of thought based on individualism, the moral of ‘benevolence’ is
established on high devotion and selflessness alone. Due to the amalgamation of
religion, politics, morality and academia in traditional Korean society, the ‘instructions’
(F17%) of the “human” Confucius were later received as the ‘divine revelations (F%7%)
of the “sage” Confucius after his deification. Thus, the ‘worldly’ meaning of his
teachings were not conveyed properly. However, if one carefully studies Confucius’
life, one can see that his ‘benevolence’ was in fact the ‘universal love for mankind’.
This was the so—called ‘moral of a humanlike human’.

Individualism in Western thought bears much outward resemblance to altruism.
Ultimately, both are the expression of morality on the background of ‘universal love
for mankind’. But when this universal love is discussed in this school of thought, there
is always this preconceived notion of a consideration for the other and a sacrifice of
the self. To protect one’s own freedom from violation, one must accept the principle
of reciprocity and must put in the effort to not impede on others’ freedoms. It is not
a theory of freedom, but rather a suppression thereof. And thus individualism in
Western thought requires high amounts of devotion and selflessness.

However, Confucianism does not place unrealistic and self—suppressing ideas of
‘self—sacrifice for the other’ and ‘care for others over oneself’ as priorities in the
realization of the ‘universal love for mankind'. This love is fulfilled because one
desires to, but if self—sacrifice is required to earn the love of others, then it cannot
be achieved because it will not naturally arise, and in the off chance that it does, it
will not last long. Love for mankind should not start with a love for the other, but
rather a sincere love for oneself, or self—love. Only when one understands the joy of
self—love, can one extend this love onto others. ‘Loyalty and Reciprocity’ (A1) is a
moral based upon this background.

This form of love is also found in the branch of individualism called egoism.
However, egoism seeks a self—love that benefits oneself, and not one which humanizes
oneself. Love in Confucianism serves to actualize one’s humanity, and what people
desire most is to live with humanity. This is extended into a desire to allow others to
live with humanity. From that, there emerges this awareness of a collective ‘us’ ($%2])
which connects oneself with others. Therefore, self—love cannot ever be a part of

egoism.
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What allowed for this sort of love in traditional Korean society was the
pseudo—familial aspect of society and the nation. This love is tied to the reciprocality
and co—dependent relationship between individuals, or is established in a fundamental
society where the line between the individual and the collective is blurred. Love for
oneself eventually becomes a love for the other, and a love for the other becomes a
love for the collective ‘us’ which includes both oneself and another.

In a society where individuals are placed in a confrontational dichotomy between the
self and the other, or where the individual and the collective is reduced to merely a
part and a whole, this form of love cannot exist. Not only is the relationship between
individuals in this sort of society conflictual, but an individual is made to feel
inadequate when one’s actions are mediated by some universal principle. This is
because this form of thought requires one to suppress one’s freedoms (and endure this
personal loss) only for one to seek their freedom within the happiness of the whole.
This is why a high level of devotion and selflessness is required of each individual,
and the possible losses of any parties in conflict in such a system, as well as the
injustice due to such losses, lead to an expanded implementation of a universal welfare
system to handle such injustice.

However, it is not the case that a traditional Korean society strictly demands the
implementation of a universal welfare system. This is because one’s own struggles
become the others’ struggles, and the particular individual's struggles become a
collective struggle of society. A difficult problem arises from the uneven distribution of
wealth and fortune, and so ‘harmony’ (A+f, #19) and ‘balance’ (3, 7) were
emphasized as core virtues of politicians and as a framework for social justice.
‘Propriety’ (4, %) was a concept which was arranged for such a purpose.

Of course, there still exists the question as to whether or not naturally occurring /
blood—related / farming—organization—related morality can be applied to present day
society which appears to support equality / freedom / contracts / industrialization /
individualism. But the ‘propriety’ (o, i) that functioned in pre—modern conventions
can still find use as a measure for social cohesion and conflict resolution even in
today’s society, where the original meaning of the word has lost its direction, and if it
is already widely in use in various worship services, seasonal customs / cultural
events / rituals, we can attempt to reintegrate ‘propriety’ into our society.

Korean society today still prioritizes the whole (‘us’) over the individual (oneself),
with awareness of one’s roots (familial love, ZK#%%) being especially strong, and there
is a feeling (convention) of treating the ‘whole’ of society and the nation as family
(pseudo—family,  EEHIFKK). The  fulfillment of an  individual’'s  freedoms
(individualization) and the necessity of following the rules of a community
(collectivization) are both pursued together. Sometimes, they may appear to be
fundamentally similar. And so if something is considered to be for the benefit of the
whole, citizens unite in a common front (e.g. the candlelight demonstrations), and if

someone encounters a tragedy, others join in heart and power to share in the grief,
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considering such acts a virtue (e.g. the calls of condolence [&#4}, ] at funeral
rites). The opposite is also true. Sometimes, those who have encountered tragedy will
cry out and publicly declare their misfortunes to the world (e.g. the grieving families
of victims of the Cheonan sinking or the Sewol ferry disaster). Such acts cannot take
place without an awareness that one’s own (individual) problems resonate as our
(collective) own problems.

In traditional Korean society, everything was considered to be simultaneous,
homogenous, and coexisting entities. Such thought was possible because there was a
feeling inherent in people of a sense of vitality which allowed for different entities to
find balance among each other and coexist. In fact, ‘propriety’, which arose from the
logic of rationality and the awareness of practical reason, is becoming an intellectual
basis for the maintenance of society.

There are people who say that, barring the political and economical aspects of life,
it must have been much better to live in the past. Contrasting with Western culture,
Korean traditional society taught and guided the realization of the way to live as a
‘humanlike human’. Perhaps this is what modern day people may be looking forward
to? And after observing the proliferation of selfish individualists, and desiring a way to
guide those individualists to another chance as an altruistic being, these people could
turn to the morals of traditional society which prioritizes the ‘character’ (humanness)

over the ‘human’ (individualization).
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The Impact of Confucianism
on the Korean Kinship System

Martina Deuchler (SOAS)

What I am going to talk about today is not absolutely new, but it is still largely
ignored by historians and social anthropologists alike. It is the story of a process of
change that turned Korea's indigenous bilateral society into a patrilineal society,
starting with the dynastic transition from Koryd (918—1392) to Choson dynasty
(1392—-1910). Transition processes are the most complex and at the same time the
most exciting subjects of study. Indeed, it is this subject that has kept me exploring
the historical record and doing fieldwork in South Korea for over forty years. As far
as I know, no other example of a social transformation as comprehensive and

compelling as Korea's exists anywhere in or outside of East Asia.
Koryd Society

A few words on Koryd society, that is, Korea's pre—Confucian society, are in order.
From at least the fifth century, Korean society was organized into graded status
groups that gained participation in government and soclety through their social
credentials, namely, through birth and descent. High social status depended on
belonging to an officially recognized ranked descent group, and such ranking determined
the extent to which an individual could take part in politics. In short: one's social
standing conditioned one’s chances of taking part in the political process. This
narrowly—defined descent “ideology” put a small social elite in power and, significantly,
formed the foundation of aristocratic rule in Koryd (and throughout Korean history).

A Koryo aristocratic descent group included paternal, maternal, and affinal kin. This
meant that a man’s kin embraced a multilaterally connected and flexible group, and
descent was traced through both male and female links. In other words, descent was
not unilineal, and both descent rules were used to keep as many people as possible
within the kin group. The larger the group, the greater its potential to hold property,
provide social status, and gain political influence. A minimal formula for identifying a
male’s social status was to trace his four ancestors (sajo), namely, the father, paternal
grandfather, paternal great—grandfather, and maternal grandfather. This formula clearly
shows that lineal thinking was alien to Koryd descent reckoning. While its origin may
go back to Tang law, the inclusion of the maternal grandfather was typically Korean.

A Koryd kin group was inclusive: all members, male and female, of the same

generation enjoyed equal rights and duties. Equality among siblings had important
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consequences for the succession of office—holding and inheritance of property. Jural
equality of brothers meant that succession to aristocratic status and government office
was not confined to one son: it extended, in the absence of sons, to agnatic and
non—agnatic nephews, to sons—in—law, adopted sons, and to agnatic and non—agnatic
descendants. Even though sons were the preferred heirs, collateral agnates and even
non—agnatic and affinal kinsmen were potential successors. This demonstrates that
succession was flexible and non—lineal.

Inheritance to the aristocracy’s private property (land and slaves) followed
customary rules, making a// of an owner’s offspring—sons and daughters—his (or her)
heirs. This molded the Koryd elite households. Brothers and sisters were co—heirs in
a double sense: they each inherited an equal share of the patrimony, and, under certain
circumstances, they could expect to inherit from each other. This motivated siblings to
stay together as long as possible in the same household, and thus the brother—sister
bond was especially strong. The larger the household, the more land it could bring
under cultivation to enhance its wealth. People were scarcer than land, and therefore,
households made every effort to keep as many members as possible.

The Koryo kin group’s special cohesiveness is also reflected in the custom of close
kin marriages. Consanguineous marriages were not only customary in the royal house,
but were also widely practiced among the upper class. Unions with patrilateral and
matrilateral cousins were frequent, and there were even marriages between
half—brothers and half—sisters (siblings with different mothers) during the uncertain
times at the beginning of the dynasty. In later times, however, exogamous marriage
with other elite members became a more important vehicle for consolidating and
advancing high social status. Beginning in the eleventh century, the state, which came
under the influence of the ritual values and legal norms reflected in Tang law, began
to regulate the radius of marriageable partners for the office—holding elite. First in
1058, unions with patrilateral parallel cousins were outlawed; this was followed by
successive laws prohibiting hitherto marriageable relatives within the patrilateral kin
group. Matrilateral cousins remained largely unaffected until the end of the dynasty.

Another particularity of Koryd’s social life was the marriage institution itself. The
wedding ceremony took place in the bride’s house, and after the wedding, the
bridegroom usually took up residence in the bride’s house. Consequently, the children
and often even the grandchildren were born and grew up under their mother’s roof.
The most convincing motivation for wuxorilocal residence was a Koryd woman's high
economic status. A woman owning her own property was not only a desirable bride,
she was also economically independent from her husband. Uxorilocal marriage did not,
however, exclude the possibility that at a certain point, a married woman would move
into her husband’s house and end her life there.

An interesting additional aspect of the Koryd marriage arrangement was the fact that
a man often had several wives. He may have started out with an uxorilocal living

arrangement, but after becoming successful he could have established his own group.
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This was not detrimental to his wife because she commanded her own wealth. If plural
marriage was indeed a plausible arrangement, how did it work? I found a possible
answer in the Kagero nikki, the tenth—century diary of one of Fujiwara Kaneie's
wives. This precious document describes in great detail the “visiting—husband”—solution
in which the husband rotated between his different wives. On the Korean side, the
documentary base is too small to determine how prevalent the
visiting—husband—solution was, but the wife—husband bond in Koryd was described as
a rather loose one. A wife did not fear separation; she even could leave her husband
at her own discretion because she and her children were always welcomed back by her
natal family.

In short, the core of the Koryd's kinship system was the cognatic descent group
focused on a common ancestor; descent was bilateral and could thus be traced through
a male or a female line. These groups lacked a common corporate basis, but ancestral
consciousness kept the group together through generations. Proof of descent from a
recognized descent group was essential for a man to be recognized as a member of
the ruling aristocracy.

These characteristics, I believe, stand out clearly enough to substantiate the fact
that Koryd's society was a bilaterally/cognatically structured society. It is from this
premise that we have to consider the mechanisms of change that were set in motion
by Korea’s encounter with Neo—Confucianism that ushered in the patrilineal

transformation of Korean society in the first two centuries of Choson dynasty.

Stages of Change

The fact that the Cheng—Zhu version of Song Neo—Confucianism, known as the
Learning of the Way (daoxue), was introduced to Korea during a period of
sociopolitical crisis presents a unique set of circumstances. In late Koryd, the
capital—based civilian aristocracy was first challenged by a line of military dictators
and later, during the last decades of the fourteenth century, by a non—elite. Under the
tutelage of the Mongols (who had extended their lordship into Korea) non—elite
elements began to push into government, amassed landed wealth, and used Buddhism
as a spiritual prop. In short, a power struggle between the old ruling elite and the
newcomers plunged the country into a deep crisis until 1392, when Yi Song—gye
(1335—1408), a military man, finally ended the chaos by founding a new dynasty, the
Choson dynasty (1392—1910).

During the Mongol period, when the connections between the Mongol court and the
Koryo court were close, some high—placed Korean scholars would go as members of
royal retinues to Beijing, take the civil examinations there, and serve for a few years
in the Yuan bureaucracy before returning to Korea. During their time in the Yuan
capital the Koreans actively engaged in scholarly exchanges with Chinese

Neo—Confucians and thus became aware of the civilizing power of the Learning of the
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Way. Looking at the malaise in their home country, they strove to use their newly
won knowledge to renovate state and society in Korea. In other words, these new
converts availed themselves of Confucian learning to try to end the misrule of the
non—elite and win back for the old elite their earlier dominance at the center. Through
active partnership with the military, represented by Yi Soéng—gye, a group of
Confucian—trained scholars grasped the chance to wusher in, on Neo—Confucian
premises, a socio—religious restoration process of epochal consequence.

For the intellectual architects of the Choson, the kind of Confucianism they adopted
blended two strands of thought: one that was “idealistic—moral” and another that was
“pragmatic—practical.” Both were thought to be equally relevant to the revitalization of
state and society. The pragmatists became the legislators who put “ordering the state”
above self—cultivation and derived their inspiration and blueprints for action principally
from such ancient Chinese works as the Rituals of Zhou (Zhoull) and the Records of
Rituals (Li)). They believed that if they enforced the rules and models of China’s
classical literature, explicated by Neo—Confucian commentaries, they would be able to
eliminate the socio—political and economic causes of Kory®'s disintegration and create
an ideal Confucian society.

So, what, then, were the steps the early Chosdn Confucians thought they had to take
to initiate their Confucian reformation? I shall illustrate their course of action by
discussing the restructuring of the Koryd descent group, ancestor worship, inheritance

practices, and the changing status of women.

Implantation of the Agnatic Principle

One of the most challenging tasks the reformers had to tackle at the outset was to
disentangle the undifferentiated descent lines of the native Koryd descent group and
order them according to a clear lineal descent paradigm laid out in China’s classical
literature and Zhu Xi's Jia/i. Both propagated a strong agnatic ideology that found its
practical expression in a tightly organized unilineal descent group. For Zhu Xi, there
was a clear interdependence between agnation and stability of the state.

The ideal patrilineal descent group was lineally subdivided into a superordinate
descent line, headed by the eldest son, and various subordinate lines headed by his
younger brothers. The eldest son functioned as the ritual heir of the main line and
was responsible for conducting the ancestral rites for at least three generations of
patrilineal antecedents, whereas his younger brothers had only minor ritual obligations.
In short, what bound the descent group together and provided it with a kind of
corporateness was ancestor worship. Ancestor worship is one of the four domestic
rites outlined in Zhu Xi's Jiali (Family Rites), and it was this ritual handbook that
gave the Koreans the rules to initiate and conduct the cult.

The early Choson legislators recognized that ancestor worship was an effective

method for implanting agnatic consciousness and demanded that each elite family
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construct an ancestral shrine as the locus of the common ritual act. This was not,
however, a popular policy. The office—holding elite, initially the main target of the
reform program, simply did not cooperate. The lineal concept was alien to them
because they were used to flexible descent and fraternal equality. It took a whole
century of legislative efforts to overcome the elite’s resistance and to win their
collaboration.

One of the most controversial issues, for instance, was the distribution of ritual
rights and obligations among brothers who held different office ranks or were
differently wealthy —an issue that was especially contentious in Korea's
status—conscious society. The question of which of the brothers was fit to become the
ritual heir, that is, the head of the major descent line with its ritual prerogatives was
fraught with potential strife, since the choice of one brother to that position inevitably
meant the demotion of the others to heads of minor lines. Even when, in accordance
with the lineal principle, one son, usually the eldest, eventually was established as
ritual heir, his standing continued to be challenged by competing brothers. What if a
younger brother climbed higher in the official hierarchy? Would he not represent the
descent group better than his low—level elder brother? Moreover, the lineal principle
was also challenged across generations whenever a successor to a deceased lineal heir
had to be chosen. Here, the tradition of fraternal succession stood in the way of
primogeniture as postulated by the ritual handbooks.

The allocation of lineal heirship also had economic implications. A legally recognized
heir of an agnatic descent group enjoyed special economic benefits. He was to receive
the main residence to which the ancestral shrine was attached, and was in control of
the slaves and fields set aside to finance the ancestral rites. Although these assets
were not to become his personal wealth and had to be handed on to future
generations, they did give the ritual heir economic advantages over his brothers.

Solutions to such tricky problems were grappled with throughout the fifteenth
century until, finally, the first comprehensive law code, the Kyodngguk taejon
(1471/85), formulated a definitive rule. As prescribed by the Confucian agnatic
principle, the eldest son was to be the preferred heir. This was a milestone legislation
that shifted Korean society away from Koryd tradition of fraternal or collateral
succession, and introduced primogeniture in succession matters. Laws, however, needed
a long time to be fully accepted and implemented, and heirs were arbitrarily chosen

far into the sixteenth century.

Inheritance Practices in the Light of Agnation

In Koryd, equal inheritance among sons and daughters was customary, but in the
light of agnatic succession, the group within which the patrimonial property was to be
divided up had to be newly defined. The early legislators introduced, on the basis of a

potential heir’s socio—ritual position, a differential scheme by which they not only
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narrowed the outer boundaries of the group of heirs, but also ranked the members
within the group hierarchically.

The inheritance law of Chosdon was laid down in the Kyongguk taejon. The
lawmakers were sensitive to the fact that if lineal inheritance was to be accepted, a
compromise between tradition and innovation had to be found. They therefore followed
tradition and confirmed equal inheritance of sons and daughters. But they firmly
implanted the lineal principle by revoking horizontal inheritance by collaterals. The
ritual heir was to receive an extra share for fulfilling his ritual duties. Even secondary
offspring, though not bona fide members of the descent group, were allotted reduced
shares. Clearly, the legislators wanted to make the patrimony—the land and slaves that
were to be transmitted from generation to generation—the mainstay of the descent
group, and with additional laws and regulations they sought to prevent it from being

scattered through lack of heirs or greedy speculations.

Women as Obstacles to Change

The role of women created the greatest obstacle to a speedy implantation of the
agnatic principle. How could the various wives a Koryd man may have had be brought
into line with the lineal principle? After all, only one wife could be the mother of the
lineal heir. A law promulgated in 1413 therefore sorted the wives into two categories:
primary wives and secondary wives, and forced husbands to categorize their wives
accordingly. Not surprisingly, this bold law was not a popular piece of legislation.
Decades of altercations and conflicts in the women’'s quarters followed because this
new law affected not only wives but also their offspring. In the early days of the
dynasty, the sharp separation between “primary’ and “secondary’ was therefore rarely
followed, but with the government’s persistent enforcement of the lineal principle, the
first—born son of a wife, who was declared primary, clearly enjoyed an elevated
position over the rest of her offspring. In addition, this meant social degradation for
the other wives and their offspring. In later times, secondary wives (also called
concubines) no longer came from the elite. As a consequence, their sons (and
daughters) were marginalized in crucial respects. They were no longer recognized as
full—fledged members of their elite father's descent group and were denied a ritual
role. They were also economically deprived as they received smaller amounts of the
patrimony than their primary half—siblings. And, they lost out socially and politically
because they were barred from taking the civil service examinations.

The legal differentiation between “primary’ and “secondary” descent in 1413 thus
introduced into Korean society an incisive dividing line that created disillusionment and
alienation and gave rise to countless conflicts among primary and secondary sons until
the end of the dynasty.

Needless to say, the law of 1413 also had practical implications for women’s lives.

The primary wife assumed control over the household and enjoyed, early in the
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dynasty, even some ritual prerogatives. She demanded absolute obedience from the
secondary wives her husband may have brought into the household and their offspring.
Elite households were large, and they united people of a variety of social backgrounds
under the same roof, usually also including a considerable number of house slaves. It
was the primary wife’s task to maintain peace and commonality among all household
members. After her death, a primary wife was mourned for a specific length of time
and, as a mark of her status, her spirit tablet was installed in the ancestral shrine,
making her an ancestress. Secondary wives were not given such honors.

The reorganization of the inheritance system affected elite women’s traditional
economic independence and made women generally more dependent on their husbands’
families. This was underscored by the demand for virilocal residence, which separated
a woman from her natal family and broke her bond with her brothers. Gradually,
married women even lost their inheritance rights as the law allowed husbands to gain
greater stakes in their wives’ properties. A woman’s inheritance, initially only loosely
attached to her affines, was eventually turned into a weighty contribution to an
inalienable conjugal fund. In short, a woman's social bonds were shifted away from her
natal family to her affinal family.

Despite all the emphasis on linearity and Confucian etiquette, the wedding ceremony
in Choson retained traditional features. It was conducted in the bride’s residence, and
not in the groom’s home. This arrangement preserved an aspect of Korean uxorilocal
custom and, more importantly, was a public demonstration of the bride’s high social
position confirmed by her father’s elite status. Only if the bride possessed such a
certified pedigree was she later able to bestow elite status upon her offspring. Her
father, her future children’s maternal grandfather, therefore figured as one of the “four
ancestors” who conferred upon them membership in the elite.

This is an eminently important point: even though descent came to be reckoned
through the father (i.e., was determined patrilineally), social status continued to be
transmitted bilaterally, giving the wife’s side the same social weight as her husband’s
side. In other words, a part of Koryd’'s bilateral tradition was preserved in the way
social status continued to be handed down from one generation to the next. It was for
this reason, then, that the wedding ceremony had to take place in the bride’s home.

In Choson, this bilateral tradition was upheld—against the dictates of Confucian
agnation. Social legitimacy, that is, affirmation of status, continued to derive from
social rather than from Jegal criteria. This juxtaposition of genealogical and cultural

values i1s uniquely Korean and has defined the Korean upper class until recent times.
Developments in late Chosdn: the Emergence of Lineages
How did the “Confucian transformation” proceed in the second half of Chosén? This

was linked largely to the further development of the country’s political and economic

situation. From roughly the early sixteenth century, the government’s fiscal system
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slowly deteriorated to the point at which the government could no longer guarantee
officials’ salaries. Landed property in the countryside gained ever more significance.
Government officials began to move in large numbers from the capital to the
countryside and established new settlements there. At that time, land was plentiful,
and the government was still only weakly represented at the local level—ideal
conditions for the reclamation of virgin land, especially in the two provinces,
Kyongsang and Cholla.

Throughout the sixteenth century newcomers built up landed estates that turned for
many elite descent groups into lasting economic strongholds. This development was
temporarily disrupted by the Imjin War (Hideyoshi invasions), between 1592 to 1598,
but after the country had recovered from the war devastations, new land was again
brought under cultivation, and plentiful harvests led to population increase. The
seventeenth century was thus the time when pressure on land started to peak, forcing
the landed elite to look for new modes of group organization and economic production.

The landed elites, once they had consolidated their estates, turned into avid learners
of Confucianism and began to absorb Confucian ritualism into their daily life. Around
1500, the patrilineal consciousness was still weak, but a century later a number of
Confucian—educated elite members began to pioneer the use of the Jia/i in their ritual
life. Recognizing the pivotal ritual role of the eldest son, they began to give him a
special allowance to bolster his status as ritual heir. Remarkably, it was economic
factors that eventually prepared the ground for far—reaching ritual innovations that
eventually climaxed in the creation of patrilineal lineages.

The traditional equal division of the patrimony between sons and daughters, which
had been confirmed in the dynasty’s first law code, gradually led to a critical
fragmentation of land, hampering productivity. Halting economic decline called for
stringent countermeasures, the most incisive of which was the curtailment of
daughters’ inheritance shares. Even though concerned fathers often regretted such
drastic measures, they justified them with ritual arguments found in the Jral/ that gave
ritual and economic preference to the eldest son, the ritual heir. Daughters, thus, lost
their standing as heirs. Moreover, by that time most women, upon marriage, moved
away to become members of their husbands’ households, and thus severed their bonds
to their brothers and to their patrilineal ancestors—a further important argument for
excluding daughters from being heirs of the patrimony. In short, women were gradually
deprived of their inheritance rights, and male heirs came to absorb the entirety of
ancestral wealth.

The events I have just summarized took place over a period of over one hundred
years. The direction of change was toward reducing the property—sharing group. By
the same token, the ritual group, too, narrowed. Ancestral property was no longer the
concern of individuals, but came to be transformed into the inalienable asset of a
corporate group. Women fared worst, and it is clear that sisters were in reality

disinherited by their own brothers for the sake of serving the ancestors.
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By 1600, then, the Confucian principle of agnation had taken root through ritual
practice. Indeed, the ancestral cult had profoundly reorganized the structure of the
traditional descent group. Bilaterality was replaced by the principle of agnation, with
women being ritually and economically excluded from the group. The consolidation of
the eldest son as ritual heir climaxed with the full implementation of primogeniture.
These were the preconditions for the formation of full—fledged patrilineages.

But was there no opposition to such drastic changes that were forced upon native
tradition in the name of Confucian ritualism? Could indigenous tradition so easily be
undermined by a foreign value system, especially since the introduction of
primogeniture into the Korean descent group went far beyond the extent to which the
Chinese were using the Jialr?

In fact, in reaction to the adoption of Confucian—style reformed rituals, a uniquely
Korean institution was created that was to mitigate the conflicts and frustrations
caused by primogeniture. It is the emergence of this institution that throws doubt on

whether we can speak of a full Confucianization of Korean society.

Lineage and munjung

The shift to primogeniture that privileged the eldest son over his brothers and
elevated the shrine rites to the major ritual event of a descent group did not only
undercut traditional fraternal equality but also clashed with the widely popular
customary grave rites.

Worshipping at ancestral graves on the four customary holidays was widespread
since early Koryd and persisted into Chosdn. Grave services usually rotated among
both male and female, and even non—agnatic, descendants. To support the activities at
gravesites of high—standing persons, special memorial halls were built. Although they
did not contain spirit tablets, these halls were prestige objects, and their popularity
came to compete with the Confucian—style ancestral shrines.

In contrast, the ancestral cult based on the Jia// took place in front of the domestic
shrine (sadang) in which the spirit tablets of three or four generations of lineal
ancestors and their wives were placed. On the four seasonal holidays, their agnatic
descendants would gather in front of the shrine and participate in the ceremonies
conducted by the ritual heir inside the shrine. I call this gathering of agnates, who
were cousins up to the eighth degree, the “ritual” or “domestic—shrine” lineage. The
duties of the ritual heir of such a lineage were exacting. He had to lead a ritually
pure life because he impersonated the vital link between the patrilineal ancestors and
their agnatic descendants; this was a distinction that endowed him with unusual
symbolic as well as practical power and authority over his kinsmen. Living in close
proximity of his ancestors, he was the chief officiant at the domestic shrine as well as
at ancestral graves; in addition, he had to celebrate the rites on the death anniversary

of each lineal ancestor and his spouse. For fulfilling his manifold tasks, the ritual heir
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received a sizable income from land that was expressly set aside for ritual purposes.
Although his duties were heavy, the ritual heir led a privileged life and received the
respect of his descent group as well as of the community at large.

The switch from traditional grave rites to Confucian shrine rites was slow. Even
reform—conscious elite leaders were often reluctant to press for change. Nevertheless,
the shrine rites were gradually given ritual priority and conducted on the customary
holidays (most notably on New Year and Ch'usdk), followed by tending the graves.

While canonical pressure eventually forced the change from grave rites to
domestic—shrine rites, the exclusive role of the primogeniture heir at the domestic
shrine incited persistent resistance. The principal objection lay in the fact that the
domestic rites elevated the ritual heir's status over that of his younger brothers and
cousins and demoted them to passive onlookers. Such degradation not only bruised the
indigenous sense of fraternal equality, it also had economic consequences. As
contemporary inheritance papers show, younger sons stood to lose land and slaves to
the ritual heir. This caused resentment that was expressed by lukewarm interest and
reluctant cooperation in Confucian—style rituals. In short, ritual reformers were forced
to come up with a solution that would overcome their kinsmen’s unreceptive mood and
win their collaboration lest the Confucian reformist venture should fail.

Rite—conscious leaders of their descent groups came to realize that only by ritually
involving a// male members of their patrilines would they be able to save their reform
project. It seems—and this is my reconstruction—that they found in a vague passage in
the Jiali the model of a worshipping group that was broader than the ritual lineage and
included a// agnatic descendants of an ancestor. Thus, from the late sixteenth century
a new type of agnatic organization emerged. Called munjung (a term of uncertain
origin), this new group included a// agnatic kinsmen of a focal ancestor beyond the
four ancestral generations venerated in the domestic shrine. In contemporary
documents, munjung appears as a group that held corporately owned property and
financed the grave rites for an outstanding ancestor. It also seems to have assisted
the main line economically, for instance if the lineal heir’s residence had to be rebuilt
after a fire. In short, munjung recruited to an equal degree the agnatic descendants of
a focal ancestor on a “contractual” basis.

What, then, was the munjung's relationship to the shrine lineage? The two clearly
differed in their intention: while the domestic—shrine lineage emphasized vertical kin
relationships dictated by the Confucian concept of lineal descent, munjung satisfied
horizontal aspects of kinship reminiscent of the native tradition of fraternal equality.
Unlike the domestic—shrine lineage, which was financed by patrimonial wealth, munjung
depended on fund—raising among its members, who were interested to exploit the
prestige of a specific ancestor. By the eighteenth century, many munjung had grown
into well—endowed corporations whose focus often was the descent group’s apical
ancestor and thus embraced a membership of dozens if not hundreds who attended the

yearly rites at the ancestral grave. Indeed, some munjung came to grow into powerful
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organizations that took charge, besides ritual activities, of semijudicial and economic
functions. Because the munjung came to represent the lineage to the outside world,
munjung is often erroneously viewed as “the” lineage. Although they reinforced each
other, the “domestic—shrine lineage” and the munjung were two separate entities;

together, they formed the mature lineage system that emerged in late Choson.

Conclusions

In sum, the Confucianization of Korea was a unique socio—religious engineering feat
that gave Korean society the reputation of being the most ritualized society in East
Asia. Its limitations should, however, not be overlooked. Korean society remained a
descent—based, hierarchical society built upon a long bilateral tradition. It is for this
reason that it did resist complete conformity to ancient Chinese rites and Zhu Xi's
prescriptions. While Chinese canonical patterns were minutely followed in key rituals,
in particular in the ancestral cult, the elite’s status consciousness prevented the locus
of the wedding ceremony from being shifted to the groom’s home. The emergence of
munjung, moreover, was surely the most patent assertion of nativism.

Patrilineality with clear primogeniture was the striking result of Korea's
Confucianization, but native bilaterality remained a persistent social feature. Indeed, the
combination of adopted patrilineality and native bilaterality typifies the socio—religious
distinctiveness that set Choson dynasty society clearly apart from society in
contemporary Ming and Qing China.

At the beginning of this talk I said that there is no other example of an equally
comprehensive and compelling social transformation in or outside of East Asia. To
substantiate this claim I want to conclude by briefly putting the Korean case in
perspective by comparing it to a few features of dynastic transitions in China. While
during the Tang—Song transition around the year 1000 the old Tang aristocracy
collapsed and new social elements emerged, supported by social and economic
progress, in Korea the transition from Koryd to Choson did not result in large—scale
demographic or economic changes or a socio—political rupture. On the contrary, it was
distinguished by a great deal of continuity in the ruling stratum. Both later transitions
from Song to Yuan and Yuan to Ming, again, were regime changes accompanied by
social and economic developments (for instance, by the growing importance of market
economy), but neither one was initiated by Confucian trained intellectuals who intended
to reform the country’s socio—religious matrix with a new rites—based agenda.

Interestingly, the sixteenth century saw the emergence of localized elites in Choson
Korea as well as in Ming China. But there, again, are clear differences. Whereas in
Ming China, localized elites began to build lineages in response to the exertion of state
authority, in Korea, lineages were formed because of the state’s overall weakness. In
both countries, lineages were intended to safeguard the survival of the elite. Yet, while

in Ming and Qing times the ritual prescriptions of the Jia/i were generally disregarded
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because economic contributions secured a man a place in the lineage, in Korea, it was
a man’s genealogical standing that made him a lineage member. While the Chinese
never attempted to implement primogeniture, the Koreans were successful in adopting
primogeniture, albeit only because they also bowed to tradition and supplemented the
domestic—shrine lineage with the more inclusive munjung. Thus, in contrast to the
Chinese who revised the ritual code to fit contemporary society, the Koreans
endeavored to change their society’s structural premises to conform to Zhu Xi's ritual
prescriptions and made the “correct” performance of Confucian—style rituals a crucial

hallmark of elite culture.

Let me conclude by asking: what is happening to the patrilineal lineage system in
present—day South Korea? Interestingly, the vigor with which social and legal changes
have recently been introduced by decisions of the Constitutional Law Court 1is
reminiscent of the reform spirit the Confucian legislators exhibited in early Choson.
Today, the source of inspiration is no longer Confucianism, but Western legal concepts.
Western principles of individual rights, equality, and rights to property, among others,
have informed new legislation that is gradually undoing the patrilineal features of the
Choson lineage and re—introducing bilateral elements into modern society. Women are
the beneficiaries of these changes; they have regained full membership in lineage
affairs, are entitled to perform ancestral rites, and once again enjoy equal inheritance
rights. Likewise, the household headship system was abolished, and the earlier
prohibition of marriage between lineages with the same surname and ancestral seat
(pongwan) was declared obsolete. Surely, these are strong signs of a society in
motion that in due course will lose its former patrilineal character and come full circle
by reinstituting “indigenous” social norms such as bilaterality and sibling equality—
norms that in early Choson the Confucian legislators had tried so hard to eradicate as

outdated features of Kory6 tradition.
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